
What is aperture?

The aperture refers to the size of the opening in the lens through 
which the light enters the camera. The size of this opening can be 
adjusted and the aperture size is measured in f-stops. The image on 
the right shows you exactly what the aperture on a lens looks like.

When you change the f-stop value, you change the size of the 
opening. Here’s the weird thing though. The higher the f-stop, the 
smaller the opening.

Take a look at the chart below to see what di�erent apertures look 
like at di�erent f-stops. On the far left, you can see that setting an 
aperture of f16 will result in a small opening. Choosing an aperture of 
f1.4 will result in a very wide opening.

The most noticeable e�ect your choice of aperture has on the photograph is the depth of �eld. What do we mean by this exactly? 
In very simple terms, depth of �eld refers to the amount of the image that is sharp. What does this mean in practice?

If you use a wide aperture, the depth of �eld will be shallow. Only part of the image is sharp and the rest will be out of focus or 
blurred. Look at the picture on the left below. The cat is perfectly sharp but the background is blurred. Using a wide aperture 
works well for portrait style photographs as it makes the subject of the shot really stand out against the blurred background.

In this case, the depth of �eld extends from about the tip of the cat’s nose to just behind its head, no more than a few centimeters 
(from point A to point B in the diagram). Anything not in this range, either in front of it or behind will not be sharp. For this shot, I 
used a wide aperture of f/3.5.


