
Design Brief:
SkillsUSA Pin Design   
Description: Each year Vermont SkillsUSA provides an opportunity for student members to participate in designing the membership pin for our 
state association. Once produced, these pins are distributed to members, skill and leadership competitors, business and industry sponsors, judges 
and advisors. They are also used as the “official” trading pin for Vermont at the SkillsUSA National Leadership and Skills Conference held each June in 
Louisville, KY.

Research past pin submission and concepts you like. Keep your research in a folder in the project. (See Visual communication and Project Require-
ment rubric.) Create thumbnail sketches and comps and get instructor approval before designing on the computer. (Keep all these materials (thumb-
nails, comps, and research). Please follow these guidelines

Requirements: 
1. Adobe Illustrator Document  white background. The file should be named: SkillsUSA_PinDesign_YourInitials.ai
2. The pin will be no larger than 1 sq. inch. The shape of the pin is at the discretion of the artist. Build artboards to size in Adobe Illustrator.
3.  The design will be judged on how well it represents Vermont SkillsUSA. Therefore it should speak to Vermont industry, culture, technology or envi-

ronment. All entries MUST include the following wording: SkillsUSA (not Skills USA, not SKILLSUSA) 2018-2019 and also include the word Vermont 
somewhere on the pin. Please use a font with lower and upper case letters so SkillsUSA appears exactly like that.

4. All copyright laws must be followed in the creation of the design.

Audience:  Students, Teachers and Community Leaders 
that are involved in SkillsUSA.  
(visit website at SkillsUSA.org)

Timeframe: 8-10 hours. It is important that you start to work 
within the time frame you have available. See the chart to the 
right to start tracking your time.
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